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Council Agenda Report 
 
 

 
To: Mayor Pierson and the Honorable Members of the City Council 
 
Prepared by:  Robert DuBoux, Public Works Director/City Engineer 
 
Approved by: Reva Feldman, City Manager 
 
Date prepared:  January 25, 2021    Meeting date:  February 8, 2021 
 
Subject:  Utility Easement Acceptance 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION:  1) Adopt Resolution No. 21-01 authorizing the granting of 
utility easements to Southern California Gas Company and Southern California Edison 
Company (SCE) and finding the same exempt from the California Environmental Quality 
Act; and 2) Direct staff to record a certified copy of the resolution and easement in the 
Office of the County Recorder. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:   There is no fiscal impact associated with the recommended action.   
 
WORK PLAN: This item was not included in the Adopted Work Plan for Fiscal Year 
2020-2021. However, this item is part of the normal operations in the Public Works 
Department under Land Development. 
 
DISCUSSION:  On January 21, 2020, the Planning Commission approved an amended 
Coastal Development Permit (CDPA 17-009) for the property located at 23465 Civic 
Center Way, also known as the La Paz Development.  As a condition of the 
development, the applicant was required dedicate a parcel to the City and pay the City 
$500,000.  The City’s parcel is located at the north portion of the development and has a 
strip of land on the west side of the development that connects to Civic Center Way. 
 
On February 12, 2020, the City entered into an access, utility and construction easement 
agreement approved by the City Council between the City and the La Paz Development.  
The agreement grants an easement along the western portion of the City’s parcel to 
provide a shared vehicular access road, described as La Paz Lane, as well as a 
pedestrian path and landscaping running past the La Paz Development to the City’s 
parcel.   
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On January 11, 2021, the Council discussed the granting of utility easements a cost-
benefit analysis on granting utility easements to the Malibu Development Company; and 
information on whether the City has the legal ability to negotiate additional benefits in 
exchange for granting the utility easements.  
 
The easement grants the La Paz Development the ability to place street improvements, 
utilities, and drainage infrastructure improvements. The easement agreement includes 
obligations on the La Paz Development to construct street improvements, including the 
proposed utilities.  The proposed utilities include domestic water, recycled water, 
wastewater, storm drain facilities, electrical and communication, and natural gas.  These 
utilities will serve both the City’s parcel and for the La Paz Development.  The agreement 
also requires the La Paz development to assume maintenance and liability 
responsibilities for La Paz Lane 
 
The costs for the proposed utilities within the easement are estimated to be $500,000.  
The La Paz Development has already installed the domestic water, recycled water, 
wastewater and storm drain facilities within the easement.  The only remaining utilities 
include natural gas and electrical service.  These utilities need to be installed so that the 
construction of La Paz Lane can be completed. 
 
SoCal Gas and SCE have indicated that they require a separate dedicated easement in 
order for gas and electric service to be run down La Paz Lane as proposed, and the 
easements will be needed in order to reach the City’s parcel whether the utilities are 
installed now or at a later date.  It is estimated that these utilities will be approximately 
$200,000.  If the City was to place these utilities in the future, the costs would be 
approximately $100,000 plus the cost to repair La Paz Lane.  Approving these utility 
easements now will provide a substantial cost savings to the City. 
 
Staff recommends the Council adopt Resolution No. 21-01 granting utility easements to 
SoCal Gas and SCE.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: Resolution No. 21-01  

 



RESOLUTION NO. 21-01 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MALIBU 
AUTHORIZING THE GRANTING OF UTILITY EASEMENTS TO SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY AND SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON 
COMPANY AND FINDING THE SAME EXEMPT FROM THE CALIFORNIA 
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

 
The City Council of the City of Malibu does hereby find, order and resolve as follows: 
 
SECTION 1. Recitals. 
 

A. On January 21, 2020, the Planning Commission approved Coastal Development 
Permit Amendment (CDPA 17-009) for the property located at 23465 Civic Center Way to the 
Malibu Development Company. 

 
B. As part of CDPA 17-009, the property owner was required to dedicate a parcel to the 

City (Parcel C), which has now been accepted by the City. 
 
C. In order to supply natural gas and electrical service to the City’s parcel and the 

adjoining parcels, dedicated utility easements are needed on the City’s parcel. 
 

SECTION 2. The City Council hereby approves and authorizes the granting of a utility easement to 
Southern California Edison Company as described and depicted in Attachments 1 (Easement) and 3 
(Plat Map showing the precise location for the easement).  

 
SECTION 3.  The City Council hereby approves and authorizes the granting of a utility easement to 
Southern California Gas Company as described and depicted in Attachments 2 (Easement) and 4 
(Plat Map showing the precise location for the easement).  
 
SECTION 4.  The City Manager is authorized on behalf of the City to execute any and all documents 
necessary to consummate the granting of the easements. 
 
SECTION 5.  Environmental Review.  
 
Pursuant to the authority and criteria contained in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
the City Council has analyzed the dedication of the easements. The City Council has found that the 
acceptance of the Dedication of  Roadway Easement is exempt from the provisions of CEQA 
pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines section 15061(b)(3) as there is no possibility the act of accepting 
these roadway easements may have a significant effect on the environment.  The La Paz project and 
dedication of Parcel C to the City was analyzed in a certified EIR and this action does not change 
that approved and vested development right in any manner.  Finally, and alternatively, the 
acceptance of the Dedication of  Roadway Easements is exempt from CEQA pursuant to State 
CEQA Guidelines section 15305 (minor alterations to land use limitations). 
 
SECTION 4. The City Clerk shall certify to the passage and adoption of this resolution and enter it 
into the book of original resolutions.  

 
PASSED, APPROVED, and ADOPTED this 8th day of February 2021. 
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        _____________________________ 
MIKKE PIERSON, Mayor 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
______________________________ 
HEATHER GLASER, City Clerk 
 (seal) 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
______________________________ 
JOHN COTTI, Interim City Attorney 
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